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up to extort gold? Tell your employer that my house is in
the plain, and my imagination dwells only on what my eyes
can see. Your house is on the mountain, and perhaps from
its summit you have caught a glimpse of the Persian host,"1
Nadir Shah easily entered Afghanistan in May 1738. He
captured Ghazni and then Kabul, without meeting any
obstruction. The Mughal Governor fled to Peshawar to save
his life. The frontier militia were five years in arrears of pay.
Nadir treated them well and induced most of their leaders
to join his army, promising them rich rewards and share in
the spoils of India. Thus the way to India lay open. With a
huge army he crossed the Attock and invaded the Punjab.2
That Nadir Shah was secretly urged by Nizamu'1-Mulk
to undertake an expedition to India is a baseless legend
which continued to survive for a long time. There is abso-
lutely no evidence to substantiate the charge against this most
devoted of men whose loyalty to his Imperial master remained
unshaken even in the midst of extremely trying circumstances
up to the last. Most probably the party of Samsamu'd-Daulah
and Raja Jai Singh was responsible for spreading this rumour
in order to discredit Nizamu'1-Mulk in the eyes of the Em-
peror. It was easy enough for them to attribute their own
incompetence and failure to the so-called machinations of
Nizamu'1-Mulk! Just as the latter was alleged to have been
responsible for the Maratha incursions in Northern India,
similarly Nadir's invasion was said to have been due to his
invitation. All this sinister propaganda was directed by the
party of the Amiru'l-Umara which had personal reasons to
gratify its ill-feeling, over-shadowed as it had been by the
dominating personality of Nizamu'1-Mulk. The explanation of
Nadir Shah's invasion is to be sought elsewhere. A con-
temporary writer Hanway truly observes:

It seems to me to be highly probable that Nadir did not
stand in need of such instruments for the execution of his
ambitious designs. It can hardly be imagined that he was
ignorant of the general state of affairs in that Empire
(India), or of the immeasureable riches possessed by the

1 Tazjdra of Anand Ram Mukhlis (Elliott and Dowson, vol. viii. p. 78).
tJehankusha-i-Nadiri, p. 230.